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Introduction: 

❖ In last week’s lesson Bryan covered Statements and self-supporting statements. We will briefly 

review these before discussing supported statements and then the relationships between 

statements.  

 

❖ Statements 

o Remember that a Statement is “a particular kind of sentence that brings a message that 

can be said to be either true or False.”1  

 

▪ “In evaluating statements, we should be looking for their truth value…. If a 

sentence has no truth value, then it is not a statement at all.”2 

 

▪ Remember that neither questions nor commands are statements.  

 

❖ Self- Supporting statements 

o Self-supporting Statements are statements that have immediately apparent truth 

values. It “is a statement whose truth value can be determined from the statement 

itself.”3   

o There were three categories of self-supporting statements 

▪ Self-reports – statements about personal beliefs, desires, or feelings 

▪ Statements that are true or false by logical structure. – Tautologies or self- 

contradictions. 

▪ Statements that are true or false by definition – five-sided triangle, married 

bachelor  

 
1 Introductory Logic pg 57 
2 Ibid pg57 
3 Ibid pg 61 
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❖ Now let’s turn to the subject of this lesson.  

 

Supported Statements: Lesson 8 Introductory Logic 

❖ The other kind of statement is called a supported Statement. A supported statement does not 

stand or fall by itself. It requires evidence from outside investigation before it can be declared 

true or false.  

Solomon had a treaty with Hiram. 

It is raining outside. 

The leaning tower will fall down.  

❖ Supported Statement: A supported Statement is a statement whose truth value depends on 

evidence or information from outside itself. Just like with self-supported statements that had 

three categories; we may need to seek information from three categories in seeking to support 

a statement. 

 

o Authority – How do we know if Solomon had a treaty with Hiram? We may need to look 

to some trustworthy, authoritative source, such as the Scriptures.4 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 
4 This is different than the fallacy of appeal to authority. Dr. Oz before the Senate on weight loss solutions.  



Supported Statements and Relationships Between Statements 

Lessons 8 and 9 

Nathan Kooienga 

 

3 | P a g e  
 

o Experience or Observation – Consider the statement “It’s raining outside.” Is there a 

way to find this out using our senses? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

o Deduction – In this way we reason to some conclusion based on other statements.  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary: 

 Supported statements require one to collect information in order to determine their value.  

Such information can be collected in one of several ways, including looking to authority, experience, or 

deductive reasoning.  
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Relationship Between Statements: Lesson 9 Introductory Logic 

❖ We now need to examine some relationships between statements. Self-supporting and 

supported statements both can be related to other statements in many different ways. There 

are four major relationships with which we are concerned.  

 

 

o Consistency – When two statements can be true at the same time, we say they are 

consistent.   

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Statements
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These statements are consistent because there is no conflict between them. 

Consequently, they can both be true at the same time.  If there is a conflict between the 

statements, then they are inconsistent. 

 

 

o Implication – Two statements are related by implication when the truth of the first 

requires or necessitates the truth of the second.   

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

o Logical Equivalence – If statements are logically equivalent, then the first must imply 

the second, and the second must imply the first. If they are logically equivalent, then 

both must be true, or they must both be false.  

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

o Independence – If the truth or falsity of one statement has nothing at all to do with the  

truth or falsity of another statement, we say they are independent. There are two 

indications we may use to help determine if statements are independent: First, neither 

statement can imply the other and, second, the statements must be consistent.  

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Relationships 
between 
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statements)

Implication (one 
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Independence 
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(conflict  between 

statements)
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