Sunday, January 31, 2021— Grace Life School of Theology—From This Generation For Ever
Lesson 134 The Complete Geneva Bible: Contents & Features, Part 2

Introduction

o Last Sunday in Lesson 133 we began looking at the Contents and Features found in the Geneva
Bible. In doing so, we considered the following aspects of the Geneva Bible.

o Title Page

o Table of Contents

o Epistle Dedicatory to Queen Elizabeth
o Address to the Reader

e The following citation from the pen of Dr. David Daniell serves as both a good review of Lesson
133 and a preview of the current Lesson.

o “The first edition begins with an Epistle to the Queen, and an address, ‘To our beloved in
the Lord the Brethren of England, Scotland, Ireland &c¢’, both dated ‘From Geneva. 10.
April 1560°. The address is an expanded version of Whittingham’s to his New
Testament. Later editions added a two-page address ‘To the Christian Reader’, a poem
and a prayer, and a full-page scheme of ‘How to take profit in reading of the Holy
Scripture’.” (Daniell, 302)

o “Almost every chapter begins with a brief summary, numbered to verses, longer in the
New Testament. Each Old Testament begins with a quite extensive précis, ‘The
Argument’. (It is not explained why Whittingham’s fine New Testament ‘ Arguments’
were dropped.) Titles run across the top of every page, and summaries of every column.
Books begin with an ornamental letter. There are maps, . . . Before the New Testament is
a map of the Holy Land. In Exodus and elsewhere, where what is being described is
particularly baffling, like the fittings of the Tabernacle or the clothing of the priests,
woodcut illustrations are inset. At the beginning of I Kings, there are effectively five
pages of pictures of, or relating to, the Temple. In 1560, the first edition had twenty-six
engravings. In other words, the commonly repeated observation, that there are no
illustrations in Geneva Bibles, is not true.” (Daniell, 302)

e The “Address to the Reader” identified some additional features that we will look at in this
Lesson. These features include the following:

o The Arguments & Chapter Summaries

o MHlustrations & Maps
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o Tables & Concordances

Arguments

e The head of nearly every book of the Geneva Bible contains an “Argument” or introduction to the
doctrinal content found therein. Consider the following example from the book of Romans.

promes made to his fernant Albyral
w»cnbflz ﬂ;nj in the perfect oledience
Circum es,0ut aifo the vucircumiifed Genyl e Le |
% .' ‘ b:‘j’“”' bcﬂre he was circumcifedy w.us c{uite; ?:l:’o{i%)}mg

. ;b A di‘;rt;«{naﬁon,a a feale or badge ‘of the [ame righteoufies :

X uiae thinke that the couenant whidh Ged made to bimyand s pofteritie,
ecaule the Icwes recetucd 1ot Chrift (which was the bl fJed fede)or els b
the true redemer, becaufe be did ot onely,or at leaft more notally pnﬁﬁ
ples ‘Off fmael and Efu decluresthat all are not Abrabams pofteritie,which come
cording to the flefl:bu allo the verie frangers and Gentiles gmﬁed"in by fa '
;f the promes.The caufc whereof ss the onelie wil of God: forcfmuche as of bus fre m
ome o be faned,and of bis iufle fudgement reieleth others to be damned,as ap‘pe”
monies of the Scriptures. Tet tothe intent that the Iewes oulde not be to muche be.
the Gentiles to muche peffed v, the example of €lizs proscthythat God hathe yet bis
the natural pofleritie of Abraham, thigh it appearetly not [o to mans eye :and ﬁrt :
- thai the Gentiles haue,it proced-thof the liberal mercie of Godywhichhe at lenath wil fir
Tewes againe,and [o gather the whole Ifvael(which 1 fsss Church)of tl’wmébotbe‘
ke of futl and doclrine Loyedsinfirultions of Chriftian marers followe:teaching cuerie
&,e in roundenes of confcience in his yocation, with all patience and humblenes ;5' :
oveying the magiftrate,exercifing charitie putting of the olde man, and putting on
with the weake , and lowing one another according to Chrifts example. Findlys
commendacions to the brethren exhorteth them 1o ynitie y and to flee falfe frm{b
and [o concludeth with a prayer. gl

o

Pastor Bryan Ross GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM



e On the same page readers of the Geneva Bible also encounter a chapter summary/outline for
Romans 1. Chapter summaries such as this are present for every chapter in the entire cannon.

CHAP. I.

1 Paul fLeweth by whome , and to what purpofe he is
called. 173 His rear{] Wwil. 16 What the gofkel 5.
20 The vfe of creatures and Wwherefore they Yere

mate. 21. 34 The ingratitude, peruerfirie and pu-
nifbment of all mankinde.

e The Apocryphal books do not contain book “Arguments” but they do contain very short chapter
summaries.

Illustrations & Maps

e Asnoted above, Professor Daniell addressed the myth that the Geneva Bible contained “no
pictures.”

o “‘There were no pictures in the Geneva Bible’ writes no less a scholar of the sixteenth
century than Patrick Collinson, revealing that even Homer nods, and showing how
pervasive is myth. Professor Collinson is far from alone in that observation.

The 1560 Geneva Bible has 33 illustrations, most of which went forward into most
following editions: some later editions varied this. Two of these are title-page emblems,
and five are maps, four of them being spread over two pages. The rest are to illuminate
details in the Tabernacle or Temple or the visions of Ezekiel, again one being spread over
two pages. The intention is edification rather than titillation: unlike other Bibles of the
time (and later), there are no jolly pictures of a half-clad Potiphar’s wife reaching out to
hold a fleeing Joseph, of David watching Bathsheba bathing, or a naked Susannah being
spied on by lascivious elders.

Between 1568 and the last printed, in 1715 (a KJB with Geneva notes), it was precisely
the Geneva Bible which carried the tradition forward—Tyndale’s Pentateuch has
pictures, and his 1534 New Testament has a heavily illustrated Revelation. Continental
Bibles were often lavishly illustrated. What historians should have noted is that there are
no illustrations in the 1611 KJV, nor the 1610 Douai Bible. The Reformation interest in
pictures in Bibles became pushed to one side into the making of Children’s Bibles.”
(Daniell, 303-304)
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e Blackford Condit, in his The History of the English Bible, includes a detailed listing of the maps,
illustrations, as well as their precise locations within the 1560 Geneva Bible. Following
screenshots are from pages 249-250 of Condit’s book.

Besides annotations they added “ Mappes of Cosinographie
....for the perfect vnderstanding and memorie of diuerse
places and countrys, partly described and partly by occasion
touched both in the old and New Testament.” In the edition
of 1560, published by Hall, at Geneva, these maps are on a
small scale, covering sometimes half, at others scarcely half of
the page. The first map indicates the location of the Garden
of Eden, Gen. ii. 10; the second, T%he Journey of the Israelites

through the wilderness, Num. xxxiii. ; the third, The Land of
Canaan as divided among the several tribes, Josh. xv. There is
also a map of The Holy Land, as vt was in the time of Christ.
This 18 placed at the beginning of the New Testament. These
maps are designed, though rudely, to show the physical eleva-
tions of the country.

Pastor Bryan Ross GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM



5

In addition to the above popular characteristics of the Gene-
van Bible there is one other which deserves mention, and that
is the number of its illustrations. The first edition, 1560, con-
tains the following: The Arke, Gen. vii. 18 ; The Egyptians
pursuing the Israelites, Ex. xiv. 9 ; The Arke of the Testimony,
xxv. 10-15; The Table of Shewe Bread, 23-30; The Candle
sticke, 31-37; The first Covering of the Tabernacle, xxvi.
1-6'; The Curtaines of Goates Haire, xxvi. 7-13; The Taber-
nacle, xxvi. 15-30; The Altar of Burnt Offring, xxvii. 1-8;
The High Priest in his Official Robes, xxviii. 3—4; The Altar

-of Incense, xxx. 16 ; The Laver of Brasse,xxx.18; The Taber-
nacle with the Tents pitched around about it, Num. 1. 51-52;
The Temple Uncovered, 1. Kings vi. 2; The Temple Covered,
R1; The First Figure of the King’s House, vii.2; The Second
Figure of the same House, vii. 3-6; The Formeof the Pillar,

15-16; The Great Caldron,23-26; The Forme of the Caldrone,
28-37; The Royal Throne of Solomon, x. 18-20; The Vision
of Ezekiel, Bzek. i.; The Description of the Forms of the Tem-
ple, xl. These cuts are comparatively well executed. They
are small, and are placed in the midst of the page opposite the
verse or verses to be illustrated.

Pastor Bryan Ross GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM



e The following is a sampling of these maps and images.
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“Becauft menciost s made in the tomth werfz of this freonde hapter of the viner that watered the garden,
‘We mufle note that ¢ uphrates and Tygrescalled in & brewe, Perath and Huddékel Were callea bat one riuer
Vhe ¢ they royned together.cls they had foure headesithat is,t w0 at their [prings, & tWo Wherethes fol tnto
the Pexfian fea Inthe countrey and mofte plentiful land Addm dveelt,ana thes Was called “Paradife:that
#5.a garden of pleafure.becanfe of the frutefulnes and abundance theresf  And Whereasstss fard that
Pifhin exmpafféth the land of Hauslah,ie a5 meant of Tygris, which in (ome plase,as 1t paffed by diners ple-
eos,was called by fundry names,as me tame Diglitre snother places Pafirygris.tr of [sme Phafin or “TFs-
fram. Likgwofz € apbrates towarde the countrey of (ufb or Sthiopra or Arabia was calied Giton 5o that
Tygris and Eupbraies which Were but two riuers and fome time when they wyned togeiner, were called
&fter ane name Jwere aurovding to diuers places called by thefe foure names.fo thas they maght feme ro haue
bene foure divers rouers.
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THE GARMENTS OF THE HIGHE:
PRIEST.

A ile Ephod , or vpmof coate , which was like cloth of
golde and was girded vnro him, wherein was the brelt
plate with the twelue fones , which was tied aboue with
two cheires ro twa anix foncs and beneth withtwe laces.

B rherobe % was next vider the Ephod, w hereunto wire !

icined th: pomcgranates snd belles of golde. f
€ 1heranicle or broydred coate,which was vader f robe
and longcr then jt.and was slio with ont Jeues 3
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Tables & Concordances

e Regarding the “Tables” found at the end of the 1560 Geneva Bible; Professor Daniell states the
following:

o “From the first, 1560, edition, and right through until the mid-seventeenth century, there
were Tables at the back of the volume, the title of the first neatly illuminating for us how
new the system was: ‘A brief Table of the interpretation of the proper names which are
chiefly found in the Old Testament, where the first number signifitieh the Chapter, the
second the Verse.” Thus the six pages begin ‘Aron, or Ahron, a teacher, Exod.4.14..
One of the reasons given in the heading to this table is that not knowing the true meaning
of Old Testament names has led to the godly, out of ignorance, giving infants, instead of
names ‘that should ever have some godly advertisements in them . . . the sign and badges
of idolatry and heathenish impiety.” Alternative versions of the names are conveniently
given in the margin, as ‘Henoch, taught or dedicate. Gen.5.18.” has in the margin
‘Enoch’: or ‘Bathseba, the seventh daughter, or the daughter of an oath, 2 Sam. 11.3.
Bathsabe.’

The second regular table, filling fifteen pages ‘after the order of the Alphabet’ in three
columns, is ‘of the principal things that are contained in the Bible’, as, taken at random,
‘Not an Hair of them shall perish, that suffer for Christ, Luke 21.18. Our Hairs be
numbered, Matth.10.30. Christ the Heir of all things. Heb.1.1".

Later editions of the Geneva Bibles usually had two ‘right profitable and fruitful
Concordances’ at the end of the volume, after those tables, ‘The first containing the
interpretation of the Hebrew, Caldean, Greek and Latin words, and names. . . And the
second comprehending all other such principal words and matters. . .”; these, running to
nearly two hundred pages, took up about one-sixth of the whole volume.” (Daniell, 301)

Consider the examples of these tables on the following two pages.
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A BRIEF TABLE OF THE INygyiom

TERPRETATION OF THEPROPRE NAMES
which are chiefly foundeinthe olde Teftamét , whe-
rein the firft nomber fignifieth the chapter:the fe-
conde theverfe.

Heress the wickednes of time,and the blindnes of the former age hathe bene fache that

all things altogether hane bene abufed and corrupted , fo that the very right n.mes of di~
serfe of the holie men named i the 8criptures haue bene forgotteny and now feme firange vnto vs,
and the mames of infants that fhulde euer haue fome godlie aduestifiments in them yand [hulde be
memorials and markes of the children of God receined into his houft-olde hathe bene h:reby alfe
changed and made the fiznes and badges of idoatrie and heathenifb impietie , we hawe now fet
forihe ths table of the names that be mofk: fid in the olde TeStament with their interpretations,
a5 the Ebrewe importeth,pantly to call backe the gedlie fro that abufe,when they fhal know the true
veames of the godlic fathers,rr what they fignifie ,that their children now named afler them may
hase teftimonies by their very mamesy that they ave within ibat faithful familie that i all thesr
deings had eusr God befire their eyesyand that they are bounde by thef: their names to {evue God
from their infancie & haue occafion to praife bim for bis workss wroght in them o their fahers:
but chiefly to veftore the names to their integritieswhereby many places of il Scriptures and fe-
cres myfleries of the holie Goft fhal better be vuderftand . We haue medied rarely with the Greke
names,becaufe their interpretation i5 vncerteine,¢ many of thé ave corrupted from their original 4
we may alfo [e thefe Ebrewe names [it in the margent of ths table,which hase bene corrupted by
the Grecians. Now fir the other Ebrewe names that are not heve interpretate , let not the diligent
reader be careful: for he foal finde them in places mofte cinenient amoigs the annotations: at leaft
[o many as may feme to make for any edificationyand ynderftanding of the Scriptures,

A
Abinodm,father of beautie.Tud.q,6 Ablscem
Ardn, or Ahdron. ateacher Exody,r4 Abirdm,an high father.1.King 6,34 Abirom,
Abdia. € Abdi,a feruir. r.King.chap.4. ver.6.  Abifhdg,the fathersignorance.r. King.ryg
' Abdeél,aferaant of God,Ierem. j6,16. Abifhar,the fathers rewarde.r. King 16,6
Abdsi. Abdi,my feruant... Chron.¢.y

Abifhalém,the father of peace,or the peace Abhalen.
absi md  Abdidh,aferuant of the Lord.r. King.i8,;.  of the father.i King.i5,2 Abiae
Audias. & Obadidh oneof the twelue Prophetes. Abithiia,the father of faluation. . Chro 6.4 ’
Abdiélthe ame.r.Chron.syg Abifhir,the father of afong,or of a wall,or
Abéi-negé,feruant of thining.Dan.t,g4. ~  of righteoufnes.,,Chro.z,9
Abél,mourning,the name of acitie,but Ha Abitilthe father of the dew...King.3,4 )
bél,the name of 2 man, doeth fignifie va- Abieéb,the father of goodnes..Chro.g,u Abicub.
nitie. Gen.gy Abnér,the fathers candel.r.Sam 14,49
absgana.  Abgathd,father of the wine prefle. Abrdm,an high father.Gen.ui,ge
Abséhythe wil of the Lord.2.Chro.z9,5 Abrahim, a father of  great multitude,as §
Abidm,father of the fea..King.t4,3t name was changed. Genug,s
mitgh.  Abiafiph,a gatheting fathera.Chros  Abfhalém,a father of peace, orthe fathers Spiaiom:
Abiathdr, fatherof the remnant, or excel«  peace,or rewarde.2.5am 3,1
lent father.r King.22,2r - qAchan,troubling.Xofhu.y, 1. who is called
Abidi father of knowledge Gen.25,4 Achir..Chron.a,y
Abidin,fatherof iudgement. Nomb.t,e  § Adadézer,read Adarézer,beauriful helpe.

Ablcoagn.

Abiél,my father » God...King.p,r Adaidh,the witnes of chie Lord.e.Chro.6,41 Adaias.
Abiézer,the fathers helpe.lofliz,2 Adaligh,pouvertie.Efter.,8

abigal. Abigiil,the fathersioye.n. King s,z Adam,man,earchlie,read Gen.z,ig
Abihiil,the father of ftrength.Nom.3s Adiél,the witnes of God.n.Chro.4,56

ﬁi:; Abihit,he isa fatker.Exod.6,3 Adonidhythe Lord istheruler.:.Sam.3,q  Adoviss.
Abihiid,the father of praife...Chro.8,3 Adonibézek,the Lords thunder.lud.,g
AbileneJamentable.Luk.g,r Adonikim,the Lord is rifen. Neh.2y3
Abimazl,a father from God.Gen.io,2s Adoniram,the high Lord.1. King 4.6
Abimélech,the Kings father,or a father of Adonizédek,the Lords iuftice, Iofuot

) “counfel,or the chief King.Genaoy CAgabiis,agrefhepper.Actu,28
7owdes T Abinaddd ,a father of a vowe,orof a free Agir,a ftranger. Gen.is,t
minde,or princea. King.i5,8 9§ Ahaz,taking,or poflefsing.:. King.i6,t
' HHh. ui.
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ATABLE OF THE PRINCIPAL

terthe ordre of the alphabet, The firft nombernoteth
the chapter,and the feconde the verfe.

A .

AAron and his doings. exod.4,
7\ & 10,& 28,& 29.leuic.2,10. nom,
17,3.ebr.9,7

aaron and miriam fpeake againft
mofes.nom.iz,g

aaron,eloquent.exad. 4,14

q Abba, father, mark.i4,36.rom.8,55.
galgs6 .

abdon,a iudgein ifrael.iud.1z,m

abel,a citie wheredwelt the wife.
a.fam.20,18

abiathar the fonne of ahi-melech,
and his doings.s.fam.22,& 23.1.kin.
randz | :

abigail § wifeof pabal. r.fam.2s,3

abihu burnt with fyre fré the lord.
leuit.ao,z

abihu feeth god in fina.exod.24,10

abiiam king of iudah..king.15,x

abimelech king of gerar, and his
deings.gen.2o & 26

.. b I F P | - [l
abimelech the fonne of gideon mur

dereth his brethré, and afterreig-
nech inifrael.iudg.g

abifhai purfueth theba. :.fam.zo,10

abner, his doings and his death.r.
fam.y ss.vato the 2.fam.; .

the Abomination of the iewes. ifa.
13.of ierufalem.eze.d;r

abrzham & his doings ,fromthe rs
of gen. vntoche zs.iis faich. rom.
a,3.cbrany :

abraham aprophet.gen.zo,7

abfalom and his doings,from the 1.
fam.;3 vato therg .

abfentfrom god.2.cor.56

the Abftinence of mofes and eliiah.
exod.j4,38.0.king. 19,8

abundance cometh of fod.deu.s,xy

€ Acceflero god by chrift.rom.s,
epheli2,18 &3,r2 L

suerie man fhal giue Accountes of

Conclusion
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him felfto god.rom,rq,12

chrift is Accurfed for our fakes.gal.
30

achanthe fonne of carmi ftoned &
burnt to death.iofh.7,25

achior.iud.s,s & 1446

achifhking of gath.x.fam.ary &2752

Q€ Adi & his creation.gen.iay & 1,7

adam laboreth.gen.3,23

adam the figure of chrift.rom.s,14

adam § firft,add the laft.r.cors,45

adoni-bezek king.iudg.r,6 )

adoniiah dauids fonne, and his am-
bition.r.king.r & 1

adopted in chrift. eph.1,5.rom.9,4.
galat.q,5

adoram ftoned to death, r.king.12,18

aduerfitie and profperitie are of

od.iobi;0.prouer.;,; .

adulterie forbidden. gen.:6,10.6x0.
:c_:-,:4.:.cor.6_.9.ebr.x;,4

adulterie muit be auoided.cxod.z0,
14.proiL.s,3.0.cor.io,8.athelqs

the Adulterie of david.2.fam.x &2

our Aduocate rowarde godthe fa-
ther,iefus chrift.r.iohn 2,1

Qdegrees of Affinitie.leuir.s

he gfﬂi&ion and crofle of dauid
for hisfinne.z.(am.iz,i0 .

the Afflictions of this pref:?nt time
arenot worthie,&c.rom.g,18

affli&ion to them, that truft in anie
other then in god.deut.yr,1y

afflicion to thé that aflict the faith
ful .2.theflli,6

to Affli& § foule for a daye. ifa.s8,5

€ Agabusy prophet. actu,:8 & 210

agag kig of y amalckites. r.fam.1s5,9

agre with thine aduerfarie. mat.s;2s

agrippaking.at.z 5,13

€Ahab and%is wicked doigs, from
the 16 of..king.vnto the2z

ahaziah the fonne of ahab , 2nd his

GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM

doings. 1.king.21,49.2. king.1,2
ahaziah the fonne of ioram,and his

-doings.2.king 8

ahaz king of iudah , anidolater.z.
k ngs.é i

ahiahthe fonne of Ahitub.r.fam.i4;

ahimaaz.a.famaz,17.8 18,19

ahimelecha.famann& 22,9

ahithophel and his doings. 2.fam.15
&5 &1y

aholahand Aholibah.eze.z3,4

aholiab, an excellent workeman,
exod.ji,é '

Qour Aide of chrift.ebr.4,14

the Aide of iftael is of god. deur.
33,26 . :

€ Alcimus a wicked man. r.mac.y,9.
& 9,54

alexander § copper fmith.2.tim. 4,14

alexander-the fonne of antiochus

epiphanes ..mac.10,1 '

almes dgdes are pleafant facrifices.
philip.ass

giue notthine Almesgrudgingly.z.
cor.y,7

chrift our Alear. ebras,io

the Altar and the forme thereof.
exod.o,24

the Altars of the gentiles. €xo.343

q Amalekites.exod.17,8.nomb.14,25.
deut.ss,i7.1.fam.is,2

ama fathe ead of abfalomsarimie,
:.fam.xy,z'g.& 10,4 :

amaziah king ofiudah.z.king.:.;,:

amaziahthe prieft of beth-el. amos
7,10

ammonites.gen.ty,38.deu.23,3. iudg.
1r,4.2.fam.io .

ammnon defileth his fifter tamar.z.

famuas .

amon king of iudah,wicked. 2.king.
2,19 & 29 -

amorites.genag,y.deut.2,24.& 20,17

udg.*

In the next Lesson we will discuss the theology nature of the Geneva Bible’s marginal notes.
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