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Sunday, January 31, 2021— Grace Life School of Theology—From This Generation For Ever 

Lesson 134 The Complete Geneva Bible: Contents & Features, Part 2 

 

Introduction 

 

• Last Sunday in Lesson 133 we began looking at the Contents and Features found in the Geneva 

Bible.  In doing so, we considered the following aspects of the Geneva Bible. 

 

o Title Page 

 

o Table of Contents 

 

o Epistle Dedicatory to Queen Elizabeth 

 

o Address to the Reader 

 

• The following citation from the pen of Dr. David Daniell serves as both a good review of Lesson 

133 and a preview of the current Lesson. 

 

o “The first edition begins with an Epistle to the Queen, and an address, ‘To our beloved in 

the Lord the Brethren of England, Scotland, Ireland &c’, both dated ‘From Geneva. 10. 

April 1560’.  The address is an expanded version of Whittingham’s to his New 

Testament.  Later editions added a two-page address ‘To the Christian Reader’, a poem 

and a prayer, and a full-page scheme of ‘How to take profit in reading of the Holy 

Scripture’.” (Daniell, 302) 

 

o “Almost every chapter begins with a brief summary, numbered to verses, longer in the 

New Testament.  Each Old Testament begins with a quite extensive précis, ‘The 

Argument’.  (It is not explained why Whittingham’s fine New Testament ‘Arguments’ 

were dropped.) Titles run across the top of every page, and summaries of every column.  

Books begin with an ornamental letter.  There are maps, . . . Before the New Testament is 

a map of the Holy Land. In Exodus and elsewhere, where what is being described is 

particularly baffling, like the fittings of the Tabernacle or the clothing of the priests, 

woodcut illustrations are inset.  At the beginning of I Kings, there are effectively five 

pages of pictures of, or relating to, the Temple.  In 1560, the first edition had twenty-six 

engravings.  In other words, the commonly repeated observation, that there are no 

illustrations in Geneva Bibles, is not true.” (Daniell, 302) 

 

• The “Address to the Reader” identified some additional features that we will look at in this 

Lesson.  These features include the following: 

 

o The Arguments & Chapter Summaries 

 

o Illustrations & Maps 
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o Tables & Concordances 

 

Arguments 

 

• The head of nearly every book of the Geneva Bible contains an “Argument” or introduction to the 

doctrinal content found therein.  Consider the following example from the book of Romans. 
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• On the same page readers of the Geneva Bible also encounter a chapter summary/outline for 

Romans 1.  Chapter summaries such as this are present for every chapter in the entire cannon. 

 

 
 

• The Apocryphal books do not contain book “Arguments” but they do contain very short chapter 

summaries. 

 

Illustrations & Maps 

 

• As noted above, Professor Daniell addressed the myth that the Geneva Bible contained “no 

pictures.” 

 

o “‘There were no pictures in the Geneva Bible’ writes no less a scholar of the sixteenth 

century than Patrick Collinson, revealing that even Homer nods, and showing how 

pervasive is myth.  Professor Collinson is far from alone in that observation. 

 

The 1560 Geneva Bible has 33 illustrations, most of which went forward into most 

following editions: some later editions varied this.  Two of these are title-page emblems, 

and five are maps, four of them being spread over two pages.  The rest are to illuminate 

details in the Tabernacle or Temple or the visions of Ezekiel, again one being spread over 

two pages.  The intention is edification rather than titillation: unlike other Bibles of the 

time (and later), there are no jolly pictures of a half-clad Potiphar’s wife reaching out to 

hold a fleeing Joseph, of David watching Bathsheba bathing, or a naked Susannah being 

spied on by lascivious elders. 

 

Between 1568 and the last printed, in 1715 (a KJB with Geneva notes), it was precisely 

the Geneva Bible which carried the tradition forward—Tyndale’s Pentateuch has 

pictures, and his 1534 New Testament has a heavily illustrated Revelation.  Continental 

Bibles were often lavishly illustrated.  What historians should have noted is that there are 

no illustrations in the 1611 KJV, nor the 1610 Douai Bible.  The Reformation interest in 

pictures in Bibles became pushed to one side into the making of Children’s Bibles.” 

(Daniell, 303-304) 
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• Blackford Condit, in his The History of the English Bible, includes a detailed listing of the maps, 

illustrations, as well as their precise locations within the 1560 Geneva Bible.  Following 

screenshots are from pages 249-250 of Condit’s book. 
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• The following is a sampling of these maps and images. 

 

 
 



7 
 

Pastor Bryan Ross  GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM 
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Tables & Concordances 

 

• Regarding the “Tables” found at the end of the 1560 Geneva Bible; Professor Daniell states the 

following: 

 

o “From the first, 1560, edition, and right through until the mid-seventeenth century, there 

were Tables at the back of the volume, the title of the first neatly illuminating for us how 

new the system was: ‘A brief Table of the interpretation of the proper names which are 

chiefly found in the Old Testament, where the first number signifitieh the Chapter, the 

second the Verse.’  Thus the six pages begin ‘Aron, or Ahron, a teacher, Exod.4.14.’.  

One of the reasons given in the heading to this table is that not knowing the true meaning 

of Old Testament names has led to the godly, out of ignorance, giving infants, instead of 

names ‘that should ever have some godly advertisements in them . . . the sign and badges 

of idolatry and heathenish impiety.’ Alternative versions of the names are conveniently 

given in the margin, as ‘Henoch, taught or dedicate. Gen.5.18.’  has in the margin 

‘Enoch’: or ‘Bathseba, the seventh daughter, or the daughter of an oath, 2 Sam. II.3. 

Bathsabe.’ 

 

The second regular table, filling fifteen pages ‘after the order of the Alphabet’ in three 

columns, is ‘of the principal things that are contained in the Bible’, as, taken at random, 

‘Not an Hair of them shall perish, that suffer for Christ, Luke 21.18.  Our Hairs be 

numbered, Matth.10.30. Christ the Heir of all things. Heb.1.1’. 

 

Later editions of the Geneva Bibles usually had two ‘right profitable and fruitful 

Concordances’ at the end of the volume, after those tables, ‘The first containing the 

interpretation of the Hebrew, Caldean, Greek and Latin words, and names. . . And the 

second comprehending all other such principal words and matters. . .’; these, running to 

nearly two hundred pages, took up about one-sixth of the whole volume.” (Daniell, 301) 

Consider the examples of these tables on the following two pages. 
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Conclusion 

• In the next Lesson we will discuss the theology nature of the Geneva Bible’s marginal notes. 
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