Sunday, May 17, 2020—Colossians 1:19 The Doctrine of Fulness

Announcements

e Welcome to the Grace Life Bible Church live stream.
o Teaching directly to the saints of GLBC & others who want to join in.

o Feel free to comment on the video but | will not be engaging with the audience in real
time.

o Focus on my notes and delivering the message.
e | would like to begin with some announcements.
o Corona Comfort Playlist on the Church YouTube page.
o Fred Curtis will soon be moved and placed in the care of Hospice.

o Blake Donaldson—is creating Bible study Lessons for the teens of GLBC. These videos
can be accessed by searching for Blake and Amy Donaldson on YouTube.

e Things to keep in mind this week.

o Wednesday @ 7:00 pm—Mid-Week Message

o Living the Transformed Life Friday Fellowship on Zoom will resume on Friday, June 5.
We are taking a break for the rest of May.

o Offerings can be made on the church’s website via PayPal by clicking on the Donate
Button under Support our Ministry. Checks can be mailed to Daryl Doornbos our
treasurer at his home. He can deposit them using technology without leaving his home.

o A One-Anothering Fund has been set up to help saints from Grace Life Bible Church
who may be struggling finically. If you are in need of assistance, please contact me or
Daryl Dornboos. Your request will be kept confidential.

Introduction

e Last Sunday during our time together we looked the preeminence of Christ in Colossians 1:17-18.
Over the course of the past 4 or 5 studies, | have been trying to impress upon you the nature of
Paul’s Christology or doctrine of Christ presented here in Colossians 1.

¢ Recall from our Introduction to Colossians that the specific error of doctrine that Paul is
addressing in Colossians is characterized by the following components:
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoVeQ0xAoWry3VE_77jPusQ

o Colossians 2:8—philosophy

o Colossians 2:23—it possessed a “show of wisdom” thereby appealing to Gentile
propensity to worship wisdom, higher education, and intellectualism (I Cor. 1:22).

o Colossians 2:8—it paid a high regard to “tradition”

o Colossians 2:23—it also practiced asceticism false humility thereby giving it the
appearance of superior sanctity and piety.

e “This strange mixture of Jewish traditionalism and Greek Philosophy stressed two things:
reverence for angelic powers (Col. 2:18-19), and contempt for the body (Col. 2:20-23).” (Baxter,
200)

e The name of this egregious error containing a mixture of Greek philosophy, Jewish
traditionalism, Eastern mysticism, and ascetism, was Gnosticism.

e Colossians 1:15-18—give a glorious full-length portrait of the real Christ who became our
Savior by setting forth seven super-glorious features.

o Image of the invisible God (Col. 1:15)

o First born of every creature (Col. 1:15)

o Creator of the universe (Col. 1:16)

o He IS before the universe (Col. 1:17)

o In Him the universe consists (Col. 1:17)

o He isthe head of the body the church (Col. 1:18)

o He isthe first born from the dead that he might be the preeminent one in all things (Col.
1:18)

e “This is the real Christ who had been preached to the Colossians. How then could they exchange
HIM for any of the fanciful inferior angle-powers of the specious philosophers who were now
trying to talk them over? Where are His equals or rivals? Why, all the others were made by Him
and for Him. . . He alone, with mysterious obviousness and unassuming ease, unites in Himself
God and man, nature and super-nature, eternity and time, heaven and earth, past and future, all
worlds and our work, all-transcending sovereignty and all-sufficient saviorhood—*“that in all
things He might have the pre-eminence!” (Baxter, 204)
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Colossians 1:19

o For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell;

e Having just made the case for the preeminence of Christ, Paul tells us that it “pleased the Father”
to so exalt his Son.

e Colossians 1:12—remember that Paul began this discussion by “giving thanks unto the Father”
for having made us “meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”

e Colossians 1:13—we saw that God the Father delivered us from the “power of darkness and
translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”

e Colossians 1:19—we see that it pleased God that all fulness should dwell in Christ.
o | Corinthians 1:21
o Ephesians 1.5
o Ephesians 1.9, 11
o Ephesians 1:11
e Colossians 1:19—it pleased God the Father that “all fulness dwell” in Christ. This was the good
please of God’s will. According to Noah Webster’s American Dictionary of the English
Language the English word “fullness” carries the following relevant meanings:
o The state of being filled, so as to leave no part vacant.
o The state of abounding or being in great plenty; abundance.

o Completeness; the state of a thing in which nothing is wanted; perfection.

o Colossians 2:9—all the “fulness of the Godhead” resides in the person of Jesus Christ and it
“pleased the Father” that this should be the case.

o This doctrine of “fulness” comprises the very core of the book of Colossians. Once again, J.
Sidlow Baxter points this out in his Explore the Book when he states:

o “There are two sides to this [ ‘fulness”]: the Divine and the human. The two great truths

which the Colossians (and ourselves) were meant to learn are: 1) all the fulness of God is
in Christ; 2) all the fulness of Christ is for us.
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e Note how Colossians 1:19 is related to Colossians 1:9. Recall that Paul’s pray was that the
Colossians be “filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding.’
Now in verse 19, Paul instructions the Colossians that “all fullness dwells” in Christ.

e Writing under the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, Paul is dismantling the core of Gnostic
philosophy and teaching.

o “The Gnostic bewitcher at Colosse were insinuating that their own new inner knowledge
added complete to the Gospel (the name “Gnostic” is from the Greek gnosis,
“knowledge”), and affected to give a) fulness or complete to the truth as it is in Christ; b)
a completive inner knowledge of Divine realities; ¢) a superior “wisdom” or “spiritual
understanding.” Paul is using the favorite words when he prays that the Colossian
believers “might be FILLED with the “epignosis’ of His will in all “wisdom and spiritual
understanding.” (Baxter, 206)

e How can the “fulness” of Christ become real in our experience as believers?

o Colossians 1:19—we find: “it was the good pleasure [i.e. of God the Father] that in Him
all fulness should dwell.”

o Colossians 2:3— we read: “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.”
o Colossians 2:9—"For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.”

*  “The undivided “fulness” of chapter 1:19 us here unmistakably defined as the
fulness of the “the Godhead.” The very nature and attributes of God in all their
plentitude reside in Christ. Moreover, whereas in chapter 1:19 the dwelling of
the “fulness” in Christ is seen rather as the economic “good pleasure” of the
Father in relation to the stupendous Divine scheme of reconciliation, here in
chapter 2:9 it is seen as an abiding fact. Still further, all the fulness now and
forever dwells in him “bodily”—a clear reference to Him as the incarnate One,
our own Lord and Savior JESUS!

In the first of these statements [Col. 1:19] the fulness “dwells” in Him; in the
second [Col. 2:3] it is “hidden” in Him; in the third [Col. 2:9] it abides in Him
“bodily.” In the first it “dwells” in Him as the qualification for all-sufficient
Saviorhood. In the second it is “hidden” in Him that we may have the
intellectual pleasure of ever-growing search and new discovery. In the third it
resides in Him “bodily” that it may come to us spiritually through the Divine-
human love and Spirit of One whom we can see and know and trust and lay hold
of as JESUS.” (Baxter, 206-207)

o Colossians 2:10—"And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and
power:”
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= “That is the one, straight, final reply which is needed. If He is the very fulness of
the Godhead bodily, then nothing can be added to Him; and if the believer is “in
Him,” what can be added which the believer does not already possess in Him?”
(Baxter, 207)

o Colossians 1:19—it pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell in Christ.
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