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Sunday, June 30, 2019—The Lord’s Supper, Part 4 (The Cup of the Lord’s Wrath) 

 

Introduction 

 

• During the month of June, we suspended out series on Body Building or building up the body of 

Christ so that we could focus on the Lord’s Supper. 

 

• Throughout the month I taught down through I Corinthians 11 in an effort to explain what we are 

doing to do today following this message i.e., eat the Lord’s Supper together as a church.  Today 

will be our first time eating a meal together in remember of Christ’s sacrificial death upon the 

cross for our sin. 

 

• I have tried to impress upon you that we do not take communion but rather that communion is the 

result of gathering at the Lord’s Table to eat the Lord’s Supper.  Moreover, I have tried to make it 

clear that the Corinthians were eating a meal together in their remembrance of the Lord’s death. 

Communion is the fellowship that we enjoy as a result of showing the Lord’s death till He come. 

 

• This morning, before we eat the Lord’s Supper together, I want to focus our attention upon a 

particular aspect of the Lord’s death for our sins the “cup” which the Lord drank on our behalf. 

 

The Significance of the Cup 

 

• I Corinthians 11:25—mentions the “cup” that the Lord “supped” from that represents the blood of 

the New Testament, according to both Paul and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

o Matthew 26:26-28 

 

o Mark 14:22-24 

 

o Luke 22:19-20 

 

• I Corinthians 11:26—by eating and drinking the Lord Supper the Lord’s death is show “till he 

come.”  The verb translated “till he come” is a present active indicative which means that 

observance of the Lord’s Table shows the Lord’s death in the present.  This showing of the 

Lord’s death in the present is to continue until the Lord comes.  The Lord’s Supper is to serve as 

an outward testimony of the sacrificial death of the Lord Jesus Christ for the duration of the 

dispensation of grace.  The Lord’s Supper not only reminds the believer of the great love 

wherewith Christ loved us but is also serves to remind the principalities and powers in heavenly 

places that their goose is cooked i.e., they are put to open shame via the cross work of Christ. 

 

• Throughout the Bible the scriptures use the “cup” to symbolize the wrath of God. 

 

o Isaiah 51:22 
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o Jeremiah 25:15 

   

o Zachariah 12:2 

 

o Revelation 14:10 

 

o Revelation 16:19 

 

Christ Drank the Cup of the Lord’s Wrath for Us 

 

• Mark 15:33—when the sixth hour was come a supernatural darkness descended over the whole 

land until the ninth hour. 

 

o Matthew 27:45 

 

o Luke 23:44 

 

• Mark 15:34—after three hours of darkness at the ninth hour Jesus issues his fourth saying from 

the cross, My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me.”  It is here during the darkness of these 

three hours that the sins of the world are poured out upon Jesus Christ. 

 

o I Peter 2:24 

 

o Romans 3:25—the propitiation is taking place, being set forth, right here in these 

passages. 

 

o Philippians 2:8—that is the moment in human history, the moment in time where that 

death took place, where He gave His soul as a human offering for your sins and my sins. 

 

o The light of the sun went out. God the Father hung a black curtain across the sun and 

allowed darkness. The passages here in Mark don't say so, but if you can remember 

reading about the occasion in Exodus where God inflicted darkness on Egypt, you will 

recall that the Bible says it was a darkness that could be felt (Ex. 10:21). It was a total 

blackout. That is the darkness described here, three hours of it. 

 

That darkness was a natural sign of the predicament that Lord was in; a natural picture of 

the spiritual darkness caused by the unbelief of Israel and the world that placed Christ 

there. However, there is something else about the darkness that you need to appreciate 

with regard to His dying and His sacrifice. In His experience, as He hung on that cross, 

when the sun was darkened, time was suspended as far as He was concerned. The sun is 

what gives us perspective of time. It ceased to serve. 

 

Think about how hard it is to tell the time at night. During the day, you have the position 

of the sun to help you determine the time of day. It's even the standard timepiece of your 



3 
 

Pastor Bryan Ross  GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM 

biological clock. Christ didn't have the help of knowing how much time there was left to 

endure hanging on the cross, because of the blackness brought on by God the Father. In 

darkness, time literally slips into eternity, a place where there is no passing of time. The 

reason there is darkness engulfing this solemn moment of time in the Lord's life is 

because, through the events taking place, God can give you understanding about the jaws 

of eternity figuratively engulfing the Lord Jesus Christ as He hangs on Calvary. So, in the 

perception of Jesus Christ, time was no longer measurable. 

 

o Psalm 22:1—anyone standing at the foot of the cross and anyone familiar with the Bible 

knows that it is a quotation from Psalm 22. What is happening? The answer to the riddle 

is in Psalm 22. When the Lord Jesus Christ cries out, "My God, My God, why hast Thou 

forsaken Me?," He is literally verbalizing so everyone can hear and know what is going 

on in that darkness, that Psalm 22 was what was transpiring, what was being fulfilled 

before them. 

 

o John 8:29—that was a new experience for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Up until this moment, 

as He hung on Calvary, He had never known the experience of being alone and isolated 

and set apart. 

 

o Psalm 22:2 

 

o John 11:41-42—at Calvary, that is not the case. Here, He was forsaken. Here, the Father 

turns His back on Him and does not answer His prayer. That is something that from all 

eternity past had never happened. 

 

o John 17:1-5—all the way back into Eternity Past, the Son and the Father lived for one 

another! The Father lived to glorify the Son; and the Son lived to glorify the Father; and 

the Spirit lived to glorify the Son. They all lived in perfect harmony and oneness, never 

missing an opportunity to serve one another. Also, the Father never forsook the Son, nor 

failed to hear Him and respond to Him. But now, hanging in the darkness of the cross, the 

Father does not respond to the Son. Why? 

 

o Habakkuk 1:13—Jesus Christ became so identified with our sin as he hung on the cross 

that God the father could not even look at him anymore. 

 

o Galatians 3:13—Christ was made a curse for us! He suffered the wrath of Almighty God 

against your sin. 

 

o Mark 9:44, 46, 48 

 

o Isaiah 66:23-24 

 

o Job 19:26—do you know what worm means? That word means maggot. 
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o Acts 12:23—did you know that one of the most accurate ways the pathologists 

investigating a crime scene have of identifying how long a person has been dead is not 

taking a liver temperature, but is by insect infestation? Did you know that on a normal, 

average-temperature day (not freezing), within 15 minutes after a person dies, insects will 

begin to invade orifices of the body and lay their larvae? Pathologists can tell from the 

development of the larvae how long that person has been dead. You've seen maggots - 

those white wormy things. Revolting! Think of this, and turn to Psalm 22. 

 

o Psalm 22:4-6—as The Lord Jesus Christ hangs there at Calvary and describes Himself as 

a worm. Think, for a minute, about what He is saying. He is saying: I am a maggot. I'm in 

the same condition that people will be in when they are in hell.  People in hell, in the lake 

of fire, suffer a transformation in their soul when they degenerate back into the lowest 

form of human life. They will figuratively degenerate back to a pile of maggots. As 

revolting and disgusting as any of that can be, that is what a view of hell is like because 

that is the reality of the degenerative nature of sin.  What the Lord Jesus Christ literally 

did at Calvary is to suffer in His soul, as He hung on that tree, a transformation in His 

soul that is the second death. He did that for you and for me. 

 

o John 3:14—who is the serpent in your Bible? Satan.  Speaking reverently, do you 

understand that when He says that about the serpent, it is because Satan is the 

personification of every evil in all the universe? Christ was literally saying: So I am 

going to become the personification of evil. He then suffered that transformation in His 

soul that is the second death. 

 

o Isaiah 53:10—this is the reason that you don't have to drink of the cup of the indignation 

of God; the reason you don't have to spend eternity in the lake of fire, and you don't have 

to suffer the degenerative effects of sin in your soul. Rather, you can be edified and built 

up because Christ suffered it for you. 

 

• That's what is going on in those hours of darkness. God the Father set forth His Son for a 

propitiation, a fully satisfying sacrifice for you and for me. He offers it to us as a free gift when 

we become willing to believe what He (God the Father) believes and trust His Son.  That's the 

answer to "Why hast Thou forsaken Me?"  He cried out these words so that the Word of God 

could pierce the darkness and tell us what was happening there, so that we could know the 

answer. 

 

• I Corinthians 11:25-26—the Lord Jesus Christ drank the cup of the Lord’s wrath on our behalf so 

that we would not need to.  When the members of the body of Christ gather at the Lord’s Table to 

eat the Lord’s Supper, we “remember” and “shew the Lord’s death till he come.”  In doing so we 

enjoy communion and fellowship in the gospel, (Philippians 1:5).  


