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Sunday, July 15, 2018—I Corinthians 15:54-58 Christ: The Believer’s Victory 

 

Introduction/Review 

 

• Last Sunday we looked at the mystery revealed in verses 51-53.  We did so by comparing these 

verses with I Thessalonians 4:13-18. 

 

o Not every member of the body of Christ is going to died before the catching up of the 

body of Christ. 

 

o Every member of the body of Christ will be changed. 

 

o The dead are raised first and in an incorruptible. 

 

o Then those who are “alive and remain” will be changed and caught up to meet the Lord 

in the air. 

 

o This gathering of the saints in the air is not predicted or foretold in the prophetic 

scriptures of time past.  Rather it is mystery pertaining to the church the body of Christ 

living during the current dispensation of grace. 

 

o Various phenomenon accompanies the event and announce its commencement and 

fulfillment throughout the universe. 

 

▪ The Lord will descent from heaven with a shout 

 

▪ The voice of the archangel 

 

▪ The trump of God 

 

o The last time that trumpet blows, those how are caught up to meet the Lord in the air will 

be changed. 

 

o The timing of this event is pre-tribulational in nature i.e., it will occur before the onset of 

the 70th week of Daniel.  The body of Christ is not appointed to wrath and no prophetic 

even needs occur before the catching away of the body of Christ.  The catching up of the 

body of Christ is pre-prophecy as it is timing.  Thus, Paul calls it a mystery in I Cor. 15. 

 

▪ I Thessalonians 5:9 

 

I Corinthians 15:54-57 

 

• Verse 54—when these events transpire Paul says that death will be swallowed up in victory as it 

pertains to the Corinthians and the body of Christ. 
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o Isaiah 25:8 

 

• Verse 55—is an illusion to Hosea 13:14. 

 

• Verse 56—“sting” the injection of sin through Adam resulted in immediate spiritual death and 

subsequent physical death. 

 

o Romans 7:7, 13 

 

• Verse 57—through out Lord Jesus Christ, God has given us victory over sin and death.  Victory 

over death will be consummated by either resurrection or rapture. 

 

o Read from pages 80 & 81 in J. Vernon McGee 

 

• This chapter has built a logical argument for resurrection step by step until in the very skies it 

unveils the mystery of the consummating translations of the saints in which death has forever lost 

its sting and the grave is forever robbed of it victory. 

 

• Before moving on to verse 58 it is important to note the seven exchanges associated with the day 

of redemption. 

 

o I Cor. 15:42—it is sown in “corruption;” it is raised in “incorruption.” 

 

o I Cor. 15:43—it is sown in “dishonor; it is raised in “glory.” 

 

o I Cor. 15:43—it is sown in “weakness;” it is raised in “power.” 

 

o I Cor. 15:44—it is sown a “natural” body; it is raised a “spiritual” body. 

 

o I Cor. 15:47-49—it is sown an “earthly” body; it is raised a “heavenly” body. 

 

o I Cor. 15:51—it is sown a “flesh-and-blood” body; it is raised a “changed” body. 

 

o I Cor. 15:53—it is sown a “mortal” body; its raised an “immortal” body. 

 

I Corinthians 15:58 

 

• Therefore—on the basis of the fact that believers have the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ 

Paul exhorts the Corinthians to be three things: 

 

o Steadfast 

 

o Unmovable 

 



3 
 

Pastor Bryan Ross  GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM 

o Abounding in the work of the Lord 

 

• Steadfast—is dealing with not turning away from the faith of the resurrection towards inward 

doubt. 

 

o I Corinthians 15:2—keep the reality of resurrection in memory. 

 

• Unmoveable—deals with not turning aside form the doctrine of the resurrection on account of the 

teaching of others. 

 

o I Corinthians 15:12—Paul does not want the Corinthians to be moved away from the 

reality of resurrection. 

 

• Always Abounding—belief in the doctrine of the resurrection energies true Christian living and 

service. 

 

o I Corinthians 15:32-34—the contrast here is that denial of the resurrection energizes evil. 

 

• “Conviction as to the fact of resurrection, and to the fact that Christian activity will certainly be 

rewarded, animate the believer to a life of unceasing self-denial for the temporal and eternal 

welfare of his fellow creatures.” (Williams, 894) 

• The end of verse 58 takes the reader all the way back to I Cor. 1:9. God is faithful. 

 

• I Corinthians 3:21-23—“. . . the world and life and death and things present and things tome 

come are all ours, and we are Christ’s.  Life is ours, and I want to enjoy life.  Death is ours, for 

we have the One who got victory over death.  Things present (the things of time) and things out 

yonder in the future are all ours.” (McGee, 81) 

 

• Romans 8:37—we are more than conquers through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

• Romans 5:17-21—God wants grace to reign in our lives now. 

 

• I Corinthians 15:58—how characteristic of Paul that he should immediately turn the towering 

doctrine of the mystery of resurrection into an impetus for spiritual life and service to Christ. 

 

The Believers Hope 

 

• I Corinthians 15:20-23—those who have placed faith in the death, burial, and resurrection of 

Christ are not perished or made miserable because Christ has risen from the dead.  Just as sin 

came into the world by one man so also came the resurrection of the dead.  The believers hope is 

not extinguished upon death it waits for resurrection. 

 

• I Thessalonians 1:10—the hope and future longing of our souls is the Lord Jesus Christ.  Our 

hope his inseparably tied to the one who rose again from the dead. 
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• I Timothy 1:1—Chirst is the believers hope not only in this life but also for the life to come. 

 

• Heaven—should the question be put to almost any Christian — what is it that is the object of your 

individual hope? The answer, in most cases, would be — Heaven. And this, surely, is according 

to the word of God. 

 

o Colossians 1:5—THE HOPE OF THE CHURCH IS A HEAVENLY, NOT AN 

EARTHLY HOPE. Heaven, not earth, is our future dwelling-place. Whatever links of 

connection there may be in that day between heaven and earth — whatever benign 

influences the Church may be employed of God to exert on the earth and its inhabitants 

— heaven, not earth, is our distinctive place and portion. 

 

o Ephesians 1:3 

 

o Philippians 3:20 

 

• How does one get from here to heaven?  There are but two options: 1) death, 2) the return of the 

Lord to catch away the saints.  Both of which are associated with the hope of the believer. 

 

• Resurrection—there is another point on which the faith and hopes of Christians generally rest 

upon. The expectation of being happy with Christ in heaven after death, in the case that death 

does occur. 

 

o Philippians 1:21, 23—Paul’s desire was to be with Christ 

 

o II Corinthians 5:8—and while it is most true, and, in its place, most important, that 

departed saints are happy with Christ in heaven, it is not this disembodied state, this state 

of happy, departed souls, which is set before us in Scripture as our hope.  This 

disembodied state is not the full and final object of the believers hope. 

 

o II Corinthians 5:1-3--what is this house which is "from heaven?" Surely it cannot be our 

disembodied state while in heaven awaiting the resurrection of the body! No, it is the 

resurrection-body itself which the apostle says we earnestly desire: "if so be," he 

proceeds, "that being clothed we shall not be found naked." 

 

o II Corinthians 5:4—it is not death, and a state of happiness between death and the 

resurrection, for which the apostle waits, and longs, and groans. It is the resurrection- 

state, the being clothed upon with the house which is from heaven, the swallowing up of 

mortality in life. Afterwards he does intimate, that even to be disembodied is better than 

to be in these mortal tabernacles. 

 

• Such was the state of the apostle's mind on this important subject. While in this body, or 

tabernacle, he could not but groan. Why so? Because, while at home in the body, he was absent 
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from the Lord. On this account he was willing, and in Philippians he says he had a desire, to be 

"absent from the body, and present with the Lord." But though preferring the disembodied state to 

the present one, it was not for the disembodied state that he groaned and waited, as the definite, 

final object of his hopes. "Not for that we would be unclothed, but clothed upon." It was for the 

resurrection-body, the resurrection-state, the resurrection-glory, that he longed. And resurrection, 

not death, is the believer's hope. 

 

• The Coming of Christ—heaven is our hope; and, that if the Lord should tarry, and we should fall 

asleep ere He return, we shall be happy with Him in heaven until the resurrection. But it is not 

this state of separate spirits which is placed before us in Scripture as our hope, but the return of 

Jesus, to raise the sleeping saints, and to change those who are alive and remain, that both being 

caught up to meet Him in the air, we may thus, in bodies like to His glorious body, be "forever 

with the Lord." This is the hope set before us as individual believers. 

 

o I Thessalonians 4:13-17—what was to assuage the sorrow of the Thessalonians?  Was it 

that Christ had come and fulfilled his word? No, it was the return of Jesus, accompanied 

by the departed saints. 

 

o I Corinthians 15:51-52 

 

o Philippians 3:20-21 

 

o I Thessalonians 1:10—in 1 and 2 Thessalonians, the coming of Christ is mentioned in 

every chapter. 

 

o I Thessalonians 2:19-20—it was at the coming of Christ Paul expected to have the full 

joy of the success of his labors among the Thessalonians. 

 

o I Thessalonians 3:13 

 

o I Thessalonians 5:23 

 

o Titus 2:11-13—the blessed hope of the church is the glorious appearing of our great God 

and our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

o Titus 3:7—the hope of eternal life extends only to those who have been justified.  Only 

those who have trusted the shed blood of Jesus Christ as the only payment for their sin 

and Christ’s resurrection from the dead share in this hope. 

 

• Heaven, then, I repeat it, my brethren, is the place where we hope eternally to dwell; but it is 

heaven, as we shall be introduced to it along with all saints, departed or alive, by the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ; and it is Christ Himself, as about to return and receive us to Himself, who 

is thus our hope. We look back believingly to the cross of Christ, and have perfect peace; we look 

forward to the coming of Christ, as our hope. And this hope, as it is presented to us in Scripture, 
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is of universal influence on the spirit, and character, and conduct of the saint. There is scarcely a 

single Christian grace, scarcely a single fruit of the Spirit, with which it is not expressly 

connected. There is not a form of Christian devotedness with which it is not associated. 

 

Conclusion 

 

• I Corinthians 15:19—because we have by faith been identified with Christ in his death, burial, 

and resurrection we are not of all men most miserable.  Our hope in Christ does not expire when 

our life here on earth is over we have a blessed hope that is tied to the glorious appearing of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

• Earthly hope is such that we cannot even make ourselves happy why then do people insist that 

they can make God happy with them. And as to how God's favour is to be secured, you 

understand fully, that it is not by your repentance or reformation, your obedience or devotion, 

your fastings or prayers or tears — "not by works of righteousness which you have done," or 

hope to do — much less by any priestly influence, that your fellow-sinners can use on your 

behalf. No, you read your title to forgiveness and acceptance, in the glorious person, the perfect 

obedience, the atoning blood, of God's holy Lamb. The assurance of God's infinite satisfaction 

with Him, and with all who believe in Him, you see in God raising Him from the dead, and 

placing Him at His own right hand in heaven. . . You have found the true, the everlasting good. . . 

The secret of happiness — true, satisfying, unfailing enjoyment — has been disclosed to you. 

 

• It is true that you have tasted of real happiness, of eternal life, in the knowledge of the Father, and 

of Jesus whom He has sent. But this is not to say that you have the full, perfect, unhindered 

enjoyment of this happiness, this life. This is still before you as the object of your hope. "Then the 

Christian is not satisfied, any more than others?" It may seem so to the worldling; and it is quite 

true that in one sense the Christian is not satisfied; but it is in a widely different sense from that in 

which the worldling is not, and for widely different reasons. The worldling is not satisfied 

because he knows nothing, is possessed of nothing, which —  can either now, or at any time, 

satisfy him. The Christian knows One who can, and is possessed of One who can satisfy him. He 

knows Christ — he possesses Christ — he enjoys Christ. Christ is his life — Christ is his peace 

— Christ is his joy — Christ is his portion; but, as yet, he has never seen Christ. It is by faith he 

knows, by faith he possesses, by faith he enjoys Him; but the more he knows and enjoys Him 

thus, the more he longs to behold Him. . . believing in Christ, whom we have not seen, we love 

Him; we rejoice in Him with unspeakable joy; we receive the salvation of our souls But to see 

Christ — to have the salvation which He wrought out on the cross applied to our bodies as well as 

to our souls — to have it perfected in our experience even as it respects our souls — to have it 

consummated thus in all who are fellow-partakers with us of Christ — to be with Him, and with 

them, in our Father's house — to behold His glory which the Father has given Him — to appear 

with Him in glory when He appears — to reign with Him over a ransomed and redeemed and 

happy creation — to fulfil our part in the universal harmony of all in heaven, and all in earth, 

when all shall bow the knee to Jesus, when every tongue shall own Him Lord, and all voices shall 

join to celebrate His praise; this, and far more than this — far more than heart can conceive or 

tongue explain, is what we wait for; and, above all, we wait for Him whose return shall introduce 



7 
 

Pastor Bryan Ross  GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM 

us to all this perfect blessedness — we "wait for God's Son from heaven, whom he raised from 

the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come." HE IS OUR HOPE. We know 

Him now by faith as our Saviour, our Lord, our life, our peace, our joy, our all. 


