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Sunday, April 2, 2017—I Corinthians 10:1—Paul’s Acts Period Gentile Ministry 

 

I Corinthians 10:1 

 

• Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all our fathers were 

under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 

 

• Moreover—“beyond what has been said; further; besides; also; likewise,” according to Noah 

Webster’s American Dictionary of the English Language.  In other words, Paul is adding to the 

thought expressed at the end of the Chapter 9. 

 

• Brethren—the reference here is to the saved saints in Corinth.  Recall from our earlier studies that 

the “brethren” who comprised the church at Corinth were a mix of both Jews and Gentiles. 

 

o Acts 18:4-8 

 

o I Corinthians 12:1-2 

 

• This is important because of how some have sought to use verse 1 to justify their theology as we 

will see shortly. 

 

• I would not that ye should be ignorant—in addition to what Paul said at the end of Chapter 9 

there are some things that he does not want the “brethren” at Corinth to be ignorant about.  The 

use of the word “ye” in this phrase is plural and answers to I Cor. 9:24 and 25.  As the 

Corinthians “run” so as to obtain the prize, there are some things that Paul does not want them to 

be ignorant about. 

 

• Our fathers—as your read the next few verses it is clear that Paul does not want the “brethren” to 

be ignorant of somethings that happened to Israel in time past.  Paul refers to these things from 

the Old Testament as “examples” for the church at Corinth and by extension the entire body of 

Christ. 

 

o I Corinthians 10:6, 11 

 

• Some, who believe that Paul did not receive the revelation of the mystery until his Roman 

imprisonment, have taught that his pre-prison ministry was largely Jewish, with the establishment 

of the earthy kingdom in view, and that those to whom he wrote his earlier epistles (I & II Thess., 

Gal. I & II Cor., and Romans) were predominantly Jewish.  Folks holding this view will cite the 

expression “all our fathers” in I Cor. 10:1 to justify their position. 

 

• Those who hold this view do not believe that the church the body of Christ described in 

Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians existed during the Acts period before Acts 28:28.  They 

believe that the church described by Paul in Romans and I Corinthians is a different church from 

the one discussed in Ephesians and Colossians. 



2 
 

Pastor Bryan Ross  GRACELIFEBIBLECHURCH.COM 

 

o Ephesians 2:13-18—clearly discusses the reconciling of both Jew and Gentile in one 

body by the cross. 

 

o Romans 12:3-5 

 

o I Corinthians 12:12-14—the same body discussed in Ephesians 2 was already being 

formed during the Acts period.  The Corinthians were a part of the body Christ. 

 

o Philippians 1:5—writing to the church at Philippi from prison in Acts 28 Paul thanks God 

for the “fellowship in the gospel” he enjoyed with the Philippians “form the first day until 

now.”  When was Paul in Philippi?  In Acts 16.  Paul was preaching the same gospel in 

Acts 16 that he was preaching after Acts 28:28. 

 

• There is a Hybrid form of the mid-Acts and Acts 28 Dispensational positions that is gaining 

ground in our day through its promotion on social media.  This view maintains that Paul received 

two different sendings: 1) first to Jews and Greeks 2) later to all Gentiles.  Those who hold this 

view make a distinction between Greeks who they define as “God fearing Gentiles or Gentiles 

living under the covenant” and regular old pagan gentiles. 

 

• Paul was sent once in Acts 9 to Jew and Greeks and later to regular old pagan gentiles in Acts 22 

or as late as Acts 28 depending on the individual teacher of the “two sending” position. 

 

• Romans 1:16—is used a proof text to justify this positon.  The “two sending” view fails for the 

following reasons. 

 

o First, the same Greek word that is translated "Greeks" is also translated "Gentile(s)" 

seven times in the New Testament. Three of which occur in the near context of Romans 

1:16, one of the main verses used to assert a distinction between "Greeks" and other 

"Gentiles" (see Rom. 2:9-10; 3:9). Moreover, in Romans 1:14, Paul makes it clear during 

the Acts period, before Acts 22, that he was a debtor to both "Greeks" and "Barbarians." 

 

o Second, there are ample verses to support that the notion that Paul was ministering to 

Gentiles, not just Greeks as they have been defined, during the time period covered by 

the book of Acts before chapter 22: 

 

▪ Romans 3:29—“Gentiles” 

 

▪ Romans 16:4--"churches of the Gentiles" 

 

▪ I Corinthians 10:32—“Jews, Gentiles (not Greeks), and the church of God 

(comprised of saved Jews and Gentiles).  See I Cor. 12. 
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▪ Galatians 1:16; 2:9—"heathen" is the same Greek word (ethnos) that is translated 

"Gentile" 93 times in the NT. See also Gal. 2:8, 12, 14, 15 where the same word 

is translated "Gentile." What is a Gentile? A "heathen" according to Gal. 2:9. Is a 

"heathen" under Israel's covenants or blessing Israel? Not according to way the 

term “Greek” has been defined by those advancing the “two sending” position. 

 

▪ Acts 13:46-47—the same Greek word "ethnos" is found here as well.  Seems 

pretty clear that Paul was sent to the Gentiles i.e., the "heathen" during his Acts 

ministry before Acts 22. 

 

▪ Romans 1:5—Paul says that he received his apostleship "for obedience to the 

faith among all nations (ethnos)." 

 

▪ Romans 16:26—the mystery the was kept secret since the world began in verse 

25 is said to be "made known to all nations (ethnos) for the obedience of faith" in 

verse 26.  Note that the word "nations" is a translation of the same Greek word 

rendered "Gentiles" in the examples above. 

 

• Acts 9:15—God tells Ananias what his plans and purposes are for Paul. 

 

• Acts 26:17—Paul was sent to the Gentiles from the earliest days of his ministry. 

 

• Acts 22:21—the “two sending” position stakes its claim on a second sending based upon this 

verse.  First, they note that the tense on the verb “send” is future.  Second, they take the 

expression “far hence” to be a reference to those gentiles who were not God fearers or had not 

embraced Israel’s covenants. Does this fit the chronology laid out in Acts 22? 

 

o Acts 22:5—Paul leaves Jerusalem for Damascus. 

 

o Acts 22:6-9—record events on the Damascus Road 

 

o Acts 22:10-16—record events that transpired while in Damascus. 

 

o Acts 22:17-21—Paul comes again to Jerusalem.  “Two senders” would have us believe 

that verses 17-21 are a reference to Acts 18.  

 

▪ According to this two sending interpretation Paul jumps from recounting events 

from Acts 9 to 18 without any explanation whatsoever. All of Paul's account in 

Acts 22 is referring the what happened in Acts 9 and immediately following (See 

Acts 9:26-31; 11:25-26; 13:1-2). Therefore, the future tense on "will send" in 

verse 21 is accomplished in Acts 13 when the church at Antioch officially sends 

forth Paul and Barnabas. 
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• The “two sending” argument regarding Acts 22 makes no sense given the context and is 

completely illogical 

 

• I Corinthians 10:1—I said all of that to prove that any notion that Paul was not sent to Gentiles 

during the Acts period based upon the phrase “our fathers” in I Cor. 10:1 is unsound and 

unfounded. 

 

• Next week we will study more regarding the details of the passage. 

 

 


